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and Torres Strait Islander
people of this nation.
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the lands on which we are
located and where we
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Chairs Report

It is with great pride that I present the 2024/2025
Annual Report for Equestrian Tasmania. This year has
been one of growth, resilience, and achievement
across all of our sports, supported by the dedication
of our members, committees, and volunteers.

A major highlight was securing a two-year Sport
Development Grant from Active Tasmania. This
funding has allowed us to invest in grassroots
training, high performance development, coach and
official education, and vital support for our
Interschool program. Importantly, it also
strengthened our administrative capacity, helping us
meet governance and child safety standards.

Our commitment to creating a child safe sport
continues to be at the heart of all we do. In 2025 we
proudly launched safesporthub.com, a dedicated
resource for clubs, officials, and members, alongside
club packs with posters, vests, and compliance tools.
These initiatives reinforce that child safety is
everyone’s responsibility and ensure our young riders
feel safe, included, and supported.

ETAS Chair

HELMUT RECHBERGER

ETAS Annual Report 2025

At the Tasmanian Equestrian Centre, we progressed important work on risk management, ensuring
our state facility continues to provide a safe and well-prepared venue for the many competitions and
training days it hosts.

The ETAS Ball and Awards Night at Wrest Point was another standout moment of the year. It was a
true celebration of our sport, bringing together riders, coaches, officials, and supporters to recognise
outstanding achievements. We were especially proud to reinstate the prestigious ETAS Sport
Achievement Award after a 12-year break, which was met with strong nominations across all
categories.
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Across the disciplines, there has been much to celebrate:

Dressage Tasmania delivered the largest dressage championship in the state, recognised as ETAS
Event of the Year.
Eventing Tasmania showcased growth through strong championships and the success of its High
Performance Squad, while also highlighting the support of TasRacing for Off the Track horses.
Jumping Tasmania enjoyed vibrant seasons across its branches, with new equipment, strong
entries, and clinics that continue to develop riders.
Show Horse Tasmania staged a successful Horse of the Year, launched innovative themed training
days, and continued to grow rider participation, while celebrating national judging recognition.
Coaching Tasmania provided free professional development opportunities—the only state in
Australia to do so—thanks to Active Tasmania funding, and honoured Tania Hay as Coach of the
Year.
Interschools proudly fielded a small but determined team at the National Championships,
demonstrating Tasmanian spirit and teamwork on the national stage.

Behind all these achievements stands a hardworking ETAS Board and dedicated discipline
committees, who give their time and expertise to keep our sport thriving. Their collaboration and
commitment are the foundation of our success, and I extend my sincere thanks to each of them.

Looking ahead, the Board has already commenced work on our 2026–2029 Strategic Plan, ensuring
we continue to build on our achievements and set clear priorities for the future. With the strength of
our community and the dedication of our volunteers, officials, riders, and coaches, I am confident
Equestrian Tasmania is well positioned for continued growth and success.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this a memorable year for our sport.

Helmut Rechberger
 Chair, Equestrian Tasmania
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ETAS Board
ETAS ANNUAL REPORT 2024/2025

The Equestrian Tasmania board consists of volunteer members who are either elected by
members, selected as Sport Representative of their sport, or invited as Directors with
specialised knowledge.

ETAS are committed to achieving a gender diverse board of not more than 60% one gender,
this also ensures we comply with funding requirements.

ELECTED DIRECTORS

Tristan Merrett

Judy Peel 

Helmut Rechberger 

Jess Cowan - Riders Rep

SPORT REPRESENTATIVES

JUMPING Mandy Wilson

EVENTING Krystel Hall & Liz Walch

DRESSAGE Tania Hay 

CHAIR Helmut Rechberger

INVITED  DIRECTORS

Tim William - Legal

Will Flynn - Integrity until Dec 2025
Andrew McDermott - Jan 2025 onwards

ETAS have also invited the following non voting members to
provide guidance on specific areas:

Suzanne McDermott      ETAS Coaching Committee Rep
Tania Hay                            TEC Rep

We thank all the board members and representatives 
for the work they do.
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About ETAS

Our Vision 
To encourage, develop and promote
Equestrian in Tasmania. By Equestrian we
mean the FEI recognised sports of: 

Dressage
Jumping
Eventing
Para
Endurance
Vaulting 
Carriage Driving

together with the non FEI sport of Show Horse

Strategic Plan
Our strategic plan underpins all our work

Strategic Plan 2026 onwards 

s our current Strategic Plan draws to a close, the Board has commenced work on the 2026–2029
Strategic Plan. A thorough review of the existing plan will be undertaken to assess achievements
and identify areas for growth. Building on these insights, a future-focused plan will be developed
to guide the organisation over the next three years.

With representation from each discipline and key areas across the Board, the planning process
ensures a whole-of-sport perspective. This collaborative approach will allow us to set clear
priorities, strengthen alignment across all activities, and position Equestrian Tasmania for
continued growth and sustainability.

Education - Transparency - Excellence - Inclusiveness - Membership Support 

Our Values

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Our Members

801  Females  55 Males

83 276
Junior 

Competitors
Senior 

Competitors

40
Junior 

Participants

217
Senior 

Participants

13
 Recreational

Junior

63
Supporters

157
 Recreational

Senior

We extend welcome the members of our Sport and Club Affiliates.

The members of these clubs are an important part of our ETAS
community, active at competitions and training across the state. 

Hon. Life 
Members

7

We welcomed 110 new ETAS members

TOTAL ETAS MEMBERS 856

26
Sport/Club Affliates

tas.equestrian.org.au

ETAS Annual Report 2025

7



50
Interschool 

97
Horse Registrations

Eventing

118
Dressage

258
Jumping

170

Show Horse

123

Sport Licences

Inc Pony Dressage

Sport Licences

tas.equestrian.org.au

New Horse Registrations

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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ETAS Awards 2025
This year, ETAS was proud to reinstate the prestigious ETAS Sport Achievement Award
after a break of 12 years. It was fantastic to see such strong support for these awards,
with multiple nominations across all categories. Congratulations to all the winners.



A GREAT NIGHT FOR ALL!

    ETAS
BALL &

21 June - Wrest Point, Hobart

Awards Night





Active Tasmania Grant

In 2024 ETAS received a Sport Development Grant from Active Tasmania. These funds were
distributed to support the developement of the sport and also provided additional staff
hours to work on the compliance of the child and youth staff standards and governance
tasks.

Funds were provided to:
Coaching Tasmania
Dressage Tasmania
Eventing Tasmania
Jumping Tasmania
Show Horse Tasmania
ETAS Interschools

Funds were used for:
Grassroots training 
High performance development
Officials training
Judges training
Support development
Coaches training and development
A team coach and manager to support the Interschool Program

We thanks Active Tasmania for their ongoing support which allows our sport to develop
across all areas.

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Creating a Child Safe Sport

Our commitment

Equestrian Tasmania is committed to child safety, we believe children, young
people and all members should feel safe, included, encouraged and supported.

In 2025 we launched our new website dedicated to child safety safesporthub.com. The
hub is full of resources to support clubs, officials, clubs and members to ensure a safe
sport for everyone.

Each club has also received a pack of posters, a child safety officer vest and a lanyard
with key information, as well as club compliance checklist.

IT’S EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Dressage Tasmania

Competitions & Events
Dressage Tasmania has had another positive year. All three Zones have organised numerous
competitions, training, and protocol days, catering for all levels. We thank the many people
who make all this possible.

Congratulations to the Northern Zone on being awarded Equestrian Tasmania’s Event of the
Year for the 2025 McGrath Equestrian Tasmania Dressage Championship. It was truly a
fabulous showcase for the sport - keep reading for our full event write up.

Another highlight of the year was the Jayden Brown, Jenny Gehrke Masterclass facilitated by
Bernadette Gibson at the stunning Woodend Equestrian Centre. This event was truly
inspiring and attended by a wide range of riders, coaches, and interested people.

Oceana Incognito Wolter Van Gelder & Kenya Broad 

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Officials & Education
Officials’ education continues to be a strong focus. This year we welcomed:

Two new G Level Judges
One upgrade to A Level
Two steward upgrades to EA Level 2
In a first for the state, our first FEI Level 2 Steward

With support from Para Equestrian, we also accredited a second Para Judge and welcomed
our first Para Steward.

The Virginia Creed Judges Seminar and workshop was well attended, and another seminar is
already in planning. To further support our judges’ education, Dressage Tasmania has signed
up to NSW’s online education program Engage, making valuable content available at no cost
to our officials.

Strategic Planning & Participation
Our Secretary, Alana Fazackerley, has led numerous planning sessions to review and update
our Strategic Plan and to develop a new Participation Plan, giving us a clear and purposeful
direction for the future.

Grants & Growth
Our Treasurer, Alison Hall, has once again achieved great success with grant applications,
securing funding that has:

Increased Off the Track participation
Supported grounds improvements
Delivered wider benefits across the state

Looking Ahead
While there are clear challenges ahead given the current EA issues, I believe Tasmania is in
safe hands with Equestrian Tasmania and our state discipline committees. I encourage our
riders, officials, and volunteers to continue supporting the sport they love.

Judy Atkinson
Chair, Dressage Tasmania State Dressage Authority

Bluefields Honduras & Rose Kemp

ETAS Annual Report 2025



EVENT
OF THE

YEAR

The 2025 McGrath Launceston Equestrian Tasmania Dressage Championships was more than just
the state’s largest dressage competition—it was officially recognised as the ETAS Event of the Year
at the June 2025 ETAS Ball and Awards.

Held at the purpose-built Thirlstane Dressage Grounds, the Championships drew more than 180
entries across 28 classes over two full days of competition. Riders ranging in age from 10 through
to their seventies competed across categories including Young Rider, Interschool, Para, Official and
Participant, Off the Track, and Breed classes.

A Showcase of Sport and Atmosphere
The Thirlstane grounds, developed by volunteers over many years, provided a superb setting.
Featuring four sand arenas, a large enclosed warm-up arena, lunging ring, day yards, judging
boxes, rest areas, and modern facilities, the venue delivered a safe and accessible environment for
competitors and spectators alike.

Spectators, over 200 each da,
enjoyed a lively atmosphere with

easy parking, food vans, trade
stalls, shaded seating, and

equestrian retailers on-site. Fine
weather added to the occasion,

while official photographers
captured key moments that

showcased the sport to a broader
audience.

Event commentator Will Flynn kept
the competition buzzing, sharing

rider insights, sponsor
acknowledgements, and results

with the crowd.

Machiavelli &  Phillipa Cassidy 

“The Championships
drew more than 180

entries across 28
classes.” 16



Excellence in Organisation
More than 50 officials and volunteers worked tirelessly to ensure smooth delivery, supported by a
comprehensive risk management plan. The judging panel featured an impressive line-up of three
international judges, four interstate judges, and Tasmanian judges, bringing local and national
expertise to the Championships.

Read the write up in Equestrian Life here

Celebrating Success
At the daily presentations winners were honoured on a three-
tiered podium. High-quality trophies, rugs, and rosettes were
awarded, leaving riders and supporters with lasting memories.

Feedback from competitors, officials, sponsors, and spectators
was overwhelmingly positive, with many—including naming
sponsor McGrath Launceston—already eager to return in 2026.

Recognition and Impact
Coverage in Equestrian Life further reinforced the event’s
success, while the award for ETAS Event of the Year was a fitting
tribute to the hard work of the organising subcommittee, led by
Chair Judy Atkinson

The 2025 Championships not only highlighted Tasmania’s
dressage talent but also celebrated the strength of the dressage
community. 

Thank you to all the wonderful sponsors who
helped make this event happen.

Credit: Mbphotography

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Eventing Tasmania

All three Tasmanian eventing clubs—STEC, NTEC, and NWEA—enjoyed a very active
2024/2025 season, delivering a full calendar of competitions, training days, arena cross
country and show jumping days, as well as other development opportunities. Tasmanian
Pony Clubs also hosted a number of competitions, generously inviting EA riders to
participate.

State Championship
The State Eventing Championships were hosted by STEC at the Tasmanian Equestrian
Centre. Congratulations to the class winners:

CCN1.5*:   Lily Mace and Woodsen Titanium
CCN1*:      Brooke Foster and Atomic Treasure
EVA95:       Ruby Hirst and The Magician’s Cat
EVA80:       Sarah Shelverton and Steam Roller
EVA65:       Ruby Hirst and Katzenjammer
EVA50:       Lily Hulton and Millawarrah Florencia

tas.equestrian.org.au

Lily Mace winner of the Fernando Awaro Brooke Foster winner of the False Pretences award

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Northern Tasmanian Eventing Championships
The Northern Tasmanian Eventing Championships, hosted by NTEC at Quercus, 
also showcased excellent competition. Congratulations to the winners:

CCN1*:   Lily Mace and Woodsen Titanium
EVA95:   Georgia Elias and Incline Park Remembrance
EVA80:   Sasha Alexander and Lethal Charm
EVA65:   Lucinda Alexander and Lethal Sensation
EVA50:   Carole Coates and Lethal Choice

tas.equestrian.org.au

Three generation all winning their class -
Team Lethall - Left to right Lucinda,

Sasha and Carole

A special highlight was the incredible
achievement of three generations from one
family—Sasha, Lucinda, and Carole—all
winning classes on their “Lethal” horses.
Both championships also included
Interschool and Combined Training classes.

Interstate Competitions
Tasmanian-based riders also represented
the state on the mainland, with strong
performances at the Melbourne
International 3 Day Event from Georgia
Elias, Jess Cowan, Bronte McShane, and
Brooke Foster.

State High PerformancE Eventing Squad
The High Performance Eventing Squad benefited from outstanding clinics with Stuart Tinney,
Catherine Davies, Sonja Johnson, and Prue Barrett. Special thanks to Sue Goldfinch for
coordinating the squad program.

Tasmanian Eventing Squad members included:
 Jess Cowan, Bronte McShane, Ella Nast, Lucy Gowers, Georgia Elias, Ruby Hirst, Lily Mace,
Brooke Foster, Meg Kilby, Aggie Lyne, Brodie Nicolson, Aneira Sinclair, and Maya Stephens.

In addition, a further 24 riders participated in the Development and Foundation squads,
ensuring strong pathways for emerging talent.

OTT support
Eventing Tasmania acknowledges TasRacing, who kindly sponsored Off the Track (OTT) horses
through an Eventing Grant covering entrance and registration fees for OTT horses in their
first year of eventing. This support has been invaluable in encouraging more riders to bring
OTT horses into the discipline.

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Annual Eventing Awards
At the ETAS Ball and Awards evening in June 2025, Eventing Tasmania was proud to
recognise the following achievements:

tas.equestrian.org.au

Horse of the Year: H K Hawthorn and 
Hannah Deegan

Senior Athlete of the Year (21 and over): 
Georgia Elias

Young Athlete of the Year (under 21): 
Chloe Daun

Grassroots OTT Horse of the Year (EVA95 and
under): Gee Gees North West -Bronte McShane

Grassroots OTT Horse of the Year (1* and above):
Rough Road – Jess Cowan

Young Rider of the Year
(Sportsmanship/Citizenship): Ella Nast

Volunteer of the Year: Barry Bransden (STEC)

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Jumping Tasmania

2024 State Jumping Titles We thank the North Branch for hosting and those that travelled to
support the State Titles in a difficult cost of living time. A dedicated team from the Northern
Branch took on the responsibility to host and they pulled off an amazing weekend.
Congratulations to winners of State Titles.

See all the winners on page X

tas.equestrian.org.au

From the Branches
Jumping Tasmania Kingborough

JT Kingborough enjoyed another active and successful year in 2024/2025, with a full calendar
of shows and the purchase of new equipment. Riders were especially pleased to see fresh
jumps presented on our excellent grounds, creating an eye-catching and enjoyable
competition environment.

Looking ahead, we are excited to be hosting the 2025 State Championships. Planning is well
underway, with additional new gear on the way and sponsorship already secured. We are
delighted to have Bulk Nutrients on board as our naming rights sponsor and look forward to
delivering a high-quality event.

Over the past season we held our annual program of events, including the Interschool
Championships, Encouragement Championships, Freshman Days, and regular competitions.
Congratulations also to Jo Geard on her win at Summer Daze.

Our membership remains strong at around 90, and we are grateful to everyone who
continues to support the branch. With exciting plans in place, 2025 promises to be another
fantastic year for JT Kingborough.

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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From the Branches

Jumping Tasmania  South Branch Report 2024/2025

JT South had a busy and rewarding year, providing many development opportunities for our
members. Alongside our major show in February, we ran several other shows throughout
the season.
A strong focus this year was on training and rider development. Tim Williams completed his
coaching qualification and has since run multiple training days and showjumping rounds
under instruction. This has been a fantastic addition to our club, with membership growing
and many riders—particularly our younger members—showing noticeable improvement.

We were also fortunate to welcome World Cup rider Clem Smith from Queensland, whose
coaching clinics have been very popular. With two more clinics already booked for the
remainder of 2025, we are excited to continue offering world-class coaching to our riders.

Looking ahead, we have several shows already scheduled and plan to run even more clinics
and training days than last year. We are also investing in new software to streamline show
management and support our course designers, as well as purchasing additional equipment
to expand our collection of showjumping gear.

We are very grateful to both Tim and Clem for their guidance and commitment, and it has
been wonderful to see our members embrace these opportunities. Finally, a heartfelt thank
you to all our members for your participation, support, and hard work throughout the year—
you are all superstars. We look forward to another fantastic year of training and competition
ahead.

tas.equestrian.org.au

Tim Williams was also featured as EA Coach of the Month in May 2025

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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From the Branches

Jumping Tasmania North

Jumping North has enjoyed a strong and successful 2024/2025 season, with a mix of official
competitions and training opportunities for our members.

The highlight of the year was the Bendigo Community Bank Deloraine & Districts Equestrian
Tasmania & Jumping Tasmania State Titles, held in December at Longford. This year we
returned to a one-ring format, which was very well supported and created a great
atmosphere for both competitors and spectators.

Throughout the season, our events continued to attract strong entries, with participation
steadily increasing as our membership base grows.

We were also fortunate to receive ETAS grants, which enabled us to purchase new feature
fences. These were a great addition to our course and very well received by riders and
spectators alike.

The branch was also very proud to be named ETAS Club of the Year at the ETAS Annual
Awards night in June 2025, something all the commitee and members should be very proud
of.

Looking forward, we are excited to continue building on this momentum with more
competitions, training opportunities, and further development for our members.

tas.equestrian.org.au

The branch hosted the  Bendigo Community Bank
Deloraine & Districts Equestrian Tasmania & Jumping

Tasmania State Titles

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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From the Branches

Jumping Tasmania North West

Ran their usual events that are regularly scheduled with only a few events modified in
December due to entries and weather.

There is an intention to swap central coast classic event to make it less cluttered from a State
Calendar point of view.

We welcomed some new members on the committee which is always appreciated. Freshman
days will be held at Batton Park with new equipment on the cards.
Across all our branches the member numbers are holding steady.

tas.equestrian.org.au
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STATE TITLES CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 2024

1m YOUNG HORSE CHAMPIONSHIP OAKS QUOKKA & CHLOE MCFARLANE
1m OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP LH VERUCA & LAURA JOHNSON

1.10m CHAMPIONSHIP LH VERUCA & LAURA JOHNSON
CHAMPION OTT JUST BENNY & KINDRA MARTIN-SHEPHERD

1.20M CHAMPIONSHIP SILVERWOOD AUSSIE PRIDE & GEORGIA ELIAS
JUNIOR CHAMPION CON BRIO & AVA WALKER

1.30M CHAMPIONSHIP LUCHIA ELMARE & LAURA EDWARDS
YOUNG RIDER CHAMPION LUCHIA ELMARE & LAURA EDWARDS

1.10M OPEN SPEED CHAMPIONSHIP AMBERVALE SMUDGE & JO GEARD
.80CM SPEED CHAMPIONSHIP DIESEL ENGINE & ISABELLA WYNWOOD

.70CM CHAMPIONSHIP IRISH FIDDLE & JOSEPHINE BRADLEY
MASTERS CHAMPION IRISH FIDDLE & JOSEPHINE BRADLEY

.80CM CHAMPIONSHIP NORTHOLME GOLDEN DELICIOUS & ZOE NICHOLAS
OTT CHAMPION PROSECUTER & ABBIE BESSELL

.90CM CHAMPIONSHIP MISS JAY JAY & RYLEE DENTLER
OTT CHAMPION SEABRAVE & AVA WALKER

Champion 80cm: Northolme Golden Delicious & ​Zoe Nicholas

tas.equestrian.org.au

Champion 100cm: LH Veruca & Laura Johnson

Champion 100cm Young Horse: Chloe McFarlane & Oaks Quokka Champion 130cm: Luchia Elmare & Laura Edwards

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Jumping Tasmania State Awards 2024 
On the 22nd June the Equestrian Tasmania Ball was held at the Launceston Country Club
Casino enjoyed by many equestrians from all our sports and well supported by Jumping
competitors and friends. Another very enjoyable night with our thanks going to Lynsey at
ETAS and the hard working committee for organising another great event. Many thanks to
Mykaela Peterson for representing jumping on this committee. Our State President Claire
Walker presented awards to the following: 

‘YOUNG HORSE’ (4 to 7 yrs) (Most successful young horse 1.05 and above) 
PEC FAIRYTALE Chloe Daun 

STATE 21 AND UNDER AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR (Nominate by branch) 
Northern Branch: LUCY JOHNSTON 

North West: ZARA CONROY 
Kingborough: No nomination 

South: LAURA EDWARDS 

STATE YOUNG ATHLETE RIDER OF THE YEAR (Taken from State Squad) 
CHLOE DAUN 

HORSE OF THE YEAR - JUNIOR ATHLETE (1.05 and above) 
‘PEC GRANDEUR’ Chloe Daun 

HORSE OF THE YEAR - YOUNG ATHLETE (1.05 and above) 
‘PEC RAMBLING ROSE’ Chloe Daun 

HORSE OF THE YEAR SENIOR ATHLETE (1.05 and above) 
‘LH VERUCA’ Laura Johnson 

STATE SERVICE TO SPORT AWARD (Nominated by Branch) 
NORTHERN BRANCH: KAREN MITCHELL 
NORTH WEST BRANCH: CATHY OLIVER 

SOUTHERN BRANCH: GENVIEVE WILLIAMS 
KINGBOROUGH BRANCH: SARAH COAD 

STATE TEAM TROPHY (Taken from Championship events State Titles on points) 
2023 KINGBOROUGH BRANCH 

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Show Horse Tasmania

Show Season

Show Horse Tasmania commenced the season with a show held the week before the Hobart
Royal, which included the new Triple Crown sponsorship, offering $200 worth of Cavalor
prizes for horses who went champion at the ETAS Show, Longford Agricultural Show, and
Hobart Royal. Congratulations to Brayside Showman owned by Hayley Sheehan and
Talismanic owned by the Campbell Family who both achieved this honour. 

The ETAS Show had smaller entries but presented horses of excellent quality, with
champions including:

Hunter Hack 
Hayley Sheehan and Alias Tuxedo
Open Hack
Jess Elphinstone and Paisley Park Legacy
Open Galloway 
The Campbell Family’s Talismanic, 
ridden by Dani Zeiser
Open Pony 
The Campbell Family’s Elwood Folklore
Hunter Pony 
Braeburn Oscar De La Renta
Medium Pony 
Lilly Elphinstone and Rocky Hill Achilles
Small Pony
Brayside Showman
Medium Hunter Pony 
Bearsrails Smokey, ridden by Scarlett Halton

tas.equestrian.org.au

Campbell Family’s Talismanic at Westbury Ag Show.
Ridden by Dani Zeiser

ETAS Annual Report 2025
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Horse of the Year 2025
The highlight of the season was the Equestrian Tasmania Machine Laundry Café and
Peterswald Horse of the Year (HOTY) 2025, held at the Coal Valley Equestrian Centre over the
January long weekend. This premier event was a great success, with strong entries, high-
quality competition, and very positive feedback from judges on the professionalism,
presentation, and friendliness of riders.

A huge thank you goes to our naming rights sponsors Machine Laundry Café and Peterswald,
as well as all supporting sponsors and volunteers whose contributions made this event
possible. From set-up to pack-up, canteen, gear check, stewarding, measuring, scoring, and
more—our community of helpers ensured HOTY ran smoothly and showcased Show Horse
Tasmania at its best.

Congratulations to all winners, placegetters, and participants. The professionalism and
sportsmanship of our riders was commended by the judges, who noted the high standard of
competition and the excellent conduct of our young riders. Good luck to all our riders
presenting at the EA Show Horse Nationals in Werribee in December!

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Abbey Sultan on HV Feuertanzer, Small Hunter Hack of
the Year.

Freya Maskrey on Uhavta My Lucky Day Childs Open Galloway
of the year and runner up Open Large Galloway of the Year

Alycia Hall and Enticing. Large Open Hack
of the Year

Jodie Baker and Scada Park College Boy. Medium Hunter Pony of the
Year
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Training and Education
Show Horse Tasmania continues to run two training days per month at TEC and CVEC,
offering a variety of classes and activities. These sessions also incorporate medication
control and measuring seminars, providing hands-on education in essential processes.
Themed training days, such as Do It for Dolly Day, Pirates and Joker June, have been popular,
combining fun with valuable learning opportunities.

Training days have also expanded to include jumping options under instruction, thanks to
the support of Tim Williams, who, lucky for us, is not afraid of dressing up for our themed
training days! He has found show horse days enlightening to say the least!

One of the highlights of the year was our “Do It for Dolly Day” training day, where riders,
families, and ponies came together dressed in blue to raise awareness and funds for the
Dolly’s Dream Foundation. The day also provided an opportunity to showcase ETAS’s Child
Safe work and reinforce Show Horse’s commitment to creating a sport that is safe, inclusive,
and supportive for everyone. The event was a great success, combining fun with an
important message—reminding us all that kindness, respect, and safety are at the heart of
our sport.

tas.equestrian.org.au
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Everyone learns through their lessons, has fun and also
becomes part of a wonderful sporting community.
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Measuring
Official measuring days were conducted
throughout the year, with the final session
scheduled for December at TEC. Measuring
remains an important service to ensure fairness
across competitions. 

Members have also been able to learn more about
the measuring process through our education
sessions forming part of our TD days. Show Horse
tries to run measuring days at training days so
riders can join in training and be measured on the
same day.

tas.equestrian.org.au

Awards and Recognition
At the ETAS Ball and Awards Night, Show Horse recognised outstanding contributions:
Pictured left to right

Intermediate Member of the Year – Maggie Blight
Senior Member of the Year – Claire Reynolds
Volunteer of the Year – Rosemary Mann
Consistency Open Horse of the Year – Brayside Showman and Darcy Watkins
Consistency Hunter Horse of the Year – Alias Tuxedo and Hayley Sheehan
Consistency Rider of the Year – Scarlett Halton
Junior Member of the Year – Lilly Elphinstone (Not pictured)

Congratulations
everyone



Show Horse Coordinator and coach Tania Hay was also recognised for her outstanding
commitment to coaching, being named ETAS Coach of the Year 2025 and Administrator of
the Year.

Special congratulations also to Fiona Fehlberg, recognised nationally as a Show Horse Judge
and invited to officiate at the Show Horse Nationals at SIEC in 2024. A job well done and well
deserved.

Looking Ahead

Good luck to the members attending the Show Horse Nationals, which will be held at
Werribee from 4-6 December 2025.

Preparations for the 2026 Horse of the Year are already underway, with sponsorship
opportunities available. Please contact our Show Horse Coordinator if you are keen to be a
part of the premier event.

Show Horse Tasmania thanks all riders, families, sponsors, and volunteers for their ongoing
support and commitment. Together, you ensure the growth and success of Show Horse in
Tasmania.

Tania Hay
 ETAS Show Horse Coordinator
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Show Horse riders and their supporters at the ETAS Awards night 2025

31



A face-to-face workshop on Coaching
Neurodiverse Riders, presented by an equine-
experienced professional.

Coach updates held in both the North and South
of the state.

A Zoom presentation by a financial advisor,
covering small business management, taxation,
and related financial matters—offered not only
to Tasmanian coaches but also free to all other
state-registered coaches.

A small bursary program for coaches travelling
interstate to observe a master coach. Recipients
provide a report on teaching techniques, which is
then shared with all Tasmanian EA coaches.

Coaching Tasmanian 
As Chair of Coaching Tasmania, it gives me great pride and gratitude to present this
report. 

Thanks to funding from Active Tasmania, with the support of Equestrian Tasmania and
the dedication of a cohesive committee, we have continued to deliver professional
development for our current registered coaches, while supporting new candidates
entering the coaching system and coaches upgrading through the levels. A special thank
you is extended to Lynsey for her invaluable ongoing administrative support.

Coaching Tasmania is proud to be the only state in Australia able to offer a diverse
program of professional development free of charge to our coaches, thanks to Active
Tasmania funding. Over the past year, we have delivered:
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In June, we farewelled Fiona Fehlberg from the committee and sincerely thank her for her
contribution. We are pleased to welcome Jane Paroissien as a new committee member.

I would also like to thank the entire Coaching Tasmania committee for their enthusiasm and
contribution throughout the year. A special mention must go to Suzanne McDermott, our
Coaching Representative to the ETAS Board, for her continued support.

The Coach of the Year for 2024/2025 was awarded to Tania Hay, a hardworking and
dedicated coach whose recognition is very well deserved.

Tania Hay  - ETAS Coach of the Year 2025
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Future Initiatives

Looking ahead, Coaching Tasmania will host a two-day workshop in September 2025, which
will include education, assessment, and mentoring opportunities for coaches from Intro
through to Level 3. The program will feature Masterclasses, an anatomy of the horse
presentation, CE updates, and sessions delivered by both state and interstate presenters.

The goal of Coaching Tasmania remains to provide ongoing education and support for our
coaches, to guide candidates along their coaching pathway, and to do so within a safe and
cohesive environment.

Judy Peel
Chair, Coaching Tasmania

“Tania's coaching skills are second to
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Interschool Tasmania
ETAS Annual Report 2024

A small but mighty Tasmanian team travelled to the
2024 National Interschool Championships, hosted
by Equestrian Queensland in Toowoomba.

Seven riders and their horses made the big trip,
with Ella Nast proudly serving as Team Captain. It
was a fantastic week, with team spirit rivaling that
of the larger states and memories made to last a
lifetime.

Tasmanian riders competed across Show Horse,
Dressage, Jumping, and Eventing.
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The team was supported both in the lead-up to and
during the event by Team Manager, Sue Goldfinch,
and Team Coach, Catherine Davies, whose guidance
was greatly valued.

We also extend our thanks to Tasmanian Horse
Transport for assisting with the significant travel
required to get some of the horses and riders to the
Championships.

A huge congratulations goes to all the riders and
their support crews. Attending Nationals is a major
undertaking, and you should all be very proud of
your achievements.
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Tasmanian Equestrian
Centre

Throughout the past year, the Tasmanian Equestrian Centre (TEC) has been a hub of activity,
experiencing both challenges and successes. While the broader issues faced by Equestrian
Australia created some uncertainty for members during the renewal period, TEC
membership has remained strong, and the facility continues to be well utilised across all
disciplines.

The summer season saw TEC host a wide range of events, including championship
competitions, monthly events, and state squad clinics. Many of these took place on the
Capricorn Arena, which has become a focal point for activity. The installation of new yards
adjacent to the arena in 2024 has greatly assisted with parking and horse management,
while the grandstands have proven popular with spectators, offering excellent viewing close
to the action.

Regular user groups—including Dressage Tasmania, Eventing Tasmania, Jumping Tasmania,
and Hobart & Districts Pony Club—continue to make full use of the grounds for competitions
and training days. 

The Capricorn Arena has also become a key venue for the rapidly growing Show Horse
community, with regular training sessions, junior squad activities, and competitions held
throughout the year. STEA makes excellent use of the space as well, with portable eventing
jumps and a range of state squad activities in both jumping and eventing.

The STEA Southern Eventing Championships once again showcased the cross-country
course, which continues to benefit from significant enhancements through the efforts of
both STEA and the Pony Club. These improvements highlight the commitment of user groups
to ongoing development of facilities for riders.
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“Tania's coaching skills are second to
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In terms of infrastructure, TEC has implemented a number of important improvements over
the past year. These include upgrades to roads and parking areas to improve access to the
Capricorn Arena, as well as drainage works and clearing to create a more weather-resistant
environment. The benefits of these works are already clear, particularly in the carpark and
around toilet facilities during heavy rain. Additional grating has also been installed in wet
areas, improving both safety and accessibility.

The Hobart Royal Show was successfully conducted on the Capricorn in 2024 and will return
in October 2025. Hosting larger-scale events such as this demonstrates the progress that has
been made in strengthening TEC’s capacity as a versatile, multi-discipline venue.

We are pleased with the progress achieved this year and remain committed to further
improvements in the years ahead. TEC is evolving into a more cohesive and user-friendly
facility for events of all sizes, and with future works planned, we look forward to enhancing
the experience for all riders, officials, and spectators who use and enjoy the centre.
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Financials










































